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COURSE OVERVIEW
 

Shear sheep to a high standard, increasing in quality 
and speed. Gain knowledge in the working environment, 
the industry they operate within, WHS and wool quality 
improvement. Gain skills to work in shearing sheds across the 
country.

OUR TEAM OF INDUSTRY EXPERTS

RIST works with industry leaders in the training of the 
shearing qualification. This enables the teaching of industry 
methods and best practice. The latest in Virtual Reality 
Technology industry applications and methods are employed 
to give students the most up to date experiences. 

COURSE DURATION
12 months

TRAINING LOCATION
Statewide Victoria

STUDY LEVEL
Certificate II

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There are no entry requirements for this qualification 

COURSE CONTENT

All the units in Certificate II in Shearing are core units to be 
undertaken. 

WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY, ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY AND WORKPLACE 
EFFECTIVENESS AND ANIMAL WELFARE
These topics underpin almost every activity students 
undertake in the workplace and at RIST. Every student will 
be provided with essential training in work health and safety 
practices, risk control, industry awareness, employment 
obligations and understanding environmental sustainability as 
it relates to the shearing workplace. Comply with workplace 
procedures, work health and safety, animal welfare and 
biosecurity legislation and codes, and sustainability practices.

CRUTCHING AND SHEARING
Learn to crutch and shear to an industry required standard. 
The most up to date methods and techniques will be taught 
to students for best practice in crutching and shearing. 
Industry specific trainers will be instructing students in 
operational shearing sheds. 

HANDPIECE MAINTENANCE AND GRINDING
Grind combs and cutters for machine shearing so that they 
are effective for the type of wool and shearing conditions. All 
equipment is supplied and students learn how to maintain 
their equipment for optimal performance. Learn to set up 
a grinder for use and techniques to ensure students are 
correctly grinding and preparing equipment.



CERTIFICATE III IN SHEARING

AIM
Shear sheep to a higher standard, increasing in quality and 
speed. Improving understanding of technique for shearing, 
equipment, WHS and wool quality improvement. The course will 
ensure students have the necessary skills and knowledge to:
-	 Comply with workplace procedures, work health and 

safety, animal welfare and biosecurity legislation and 
codes, and sustainability practices

-	 Maintain and service shearing handpieces as part of a 
shearing operation

-	 Gain skills to work in shearing sheds across the country 
and compete in shearing competitions. 

This course applies to individuals who work under general 
supervision and exercise limited autonomy with some 
accountability for their own work.

COURSE DURATION
12 months

TRAINING LOCATION
Statewide Victoria usually in student work place

STUDY LEVEL
Certificate III

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Successful completion of Certificate II in Shearing (AHC21316)

OUR TEAM OF INDUSTRY-EXPERTS
RIST works with industry leaders in the training of the 
shearing qualification. This enables the teaching of industry 
methods and best practice. The latest in Virtual Reality 
Technology industry applications and methods employed to 
give students the most up to date experiences. 

COURSE CONTENT
All the units in Certificate III in Shearing are core units to be 
undertaken. 

WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY, ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY AND WORKPLACE EFFECTIVENESS 
AND ANIMAL WELFARE
At Certificate III level there is a focus on taking a more proactive 
role in workplace efficiency. 
These topics underpin almost every activity students undertake 
in the workplace and at RIST. Every student will be provided 
with essential training in work health and safety practices, 
risk control, industry awareness, employment obligations and 
understanding environmental sustainability as it relates to the 
shearing workplace. 
Comply with workplace procedures, work health and safety, 
animal welfare and biosecurity legislation and codes, and 
sustainability practices. 

SHEARING
Occupational outcomes to maintain a consistent shearing 
performance increasing shearing ability to a higher industry 
standard.  Develop skills and knowledge required to select, 
handle and shear sheep to a professional level. 
The most up to date methods and techniques will be taught to 
students for best practice in shearing that enable the student to 
increase their performance and quality output. Industry specific 
trainers will be instructing students in operational shearing 
sheds. 

DRESSING COMBS AND MAINTENANCE 
Dressing combs for machine shearing so that they are effective 
for the type of wool and shearing conditions.  Students learn 
how to maintain their equipment for optimal performance. 
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Certificate II Shearing   
CORE 
UNIT UNIT OF COMPETENCY SCH

HRS

AHCWHS201 Participate in work health and safety 
processes 70

AHCSHG201 Crutch sheep 40

AHCSHG203 Shear sheep to novice level 160

AHCSHG205 Grind combs and cutters for machine 
shearing 20

AHCSHG206 Prepare handpiece and downtube for 
machine shearing 20

AHCSHG210 Undertake basic shearing and 
crutching 20

AHCWRK204 Work effectively in the industry 20

AHCWRK209 Participate in environmentally 
sustainable work practices 20

AHCLSK217 Apply animal welfare principles to 
handling and husbandry of livestock 40

TOTAL 360

Certificate III Shearing   
CORE 
UNIT UNIT OF COMPETENCY SCH

HRS

AHCWHS301 Contribute to work health and safety 
processes 50

AHCSHG204 Shear sheep to improver level 160

AHCSHG302 Prepare combs and cutters for machine 
shearing 25

AHCSHG303 Maintain and service shearing 
handpieces 15

AHCSHG304 Shear sheep to professional level 160

AHCSHG305 Maintain consistent shearing 
performance 160

AHCWRK305 Coordinate work site activities 70

AHCLSK331 Comply with industry animal welfare 
requirements 40

TOTAL 680

Students with disabilities are 
encouraged to apply.

For eligible participants, this training 
is delivered with Victorian and 
Commonwealth Government funding.


